CHRISTIAN POLITICS IN THE TIME OF 
PRESIDENT DONALD J TRUMP
Well to say the least it’s been a shock to see a candidate elected after a campaign of misogyny, racial and religious bigotry, and fear. A presidential candidate who believes global warming to be a hoax, at a time when almost all scientists believe it to be a major danger to our planet and species, someone who has boasted in the most degrading language of sexual assaults on women, someone who has advocated torture, someone who is currently facing a federal class-action fraud lawsuit over allegations that Trump University defrauded its students of $40 million. Along with that a vice-presidential candidate who doesn’t believe in evolution or that cigarette smoking is a danger to health. Of course, we don’t know how much of this will be put into practice and how much was campaign rhetoric. 
The first question that comes to mind is this: is Donald Trump morally fit to hold public office?   Let me say quite simply in my opinion he is not.  However, I may be wrong. The majority of evangelical Christians, 80%, voted for Trump and the vice-president is himself a committed evangelical Christian.  For me this only increases my incredulity at this election. 

So, my second question is what is the job of the Church in the age of Donald J. Trump?  The answer: it is what it always is. It is not the job of the Church to choose between one political party or another, neither is it the job of the Church to offer opinions on political questions which are outside its area of competence. Donald Trump’s economic policy is to cut taxes and boost spending in the hope that this leads to increased growth. Is he right? He may or may not be but I don’t think there is anything in Scripture that will help us come to a judgement. There are many political issues on which there is no obvious Christian view. That is why you can find honest sincere Christians in all political parties. 
On the other hand, it certainly is our task to raise moral questions and to speak out for social justice. Says Amos: “Seek evil and do good, establish justice in the gate”.  In the Presbyterian Church USA they have a Book of Confessions that expresses their basic theological beliefs, who they are as Presbyterian Christians. One of them is the Belhar Confession that was written in South Africa in 1986, eight years before apartheid came to an end. Here is part of what it says: 
We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people;

that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor, and the wronged;

that God calls the church to follow him in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry;

that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind;

that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and widows, and blocks the path of the ungodly;

that for God, pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the widows in their suffering;

that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek the right;

that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, which implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
To which I say amen. That is the job of the Church.  
One of the alarming things is the way this election seems to have encouraged people who hate.  Preaching at 4th Presbyterian Chicago last Sunday, Sharon Kershner  listed some of the alarming things she’s observed. The mother who went to church with her husband and said that their daughter went to school and found “Whites only” written in the bathroom. A Presbyterian minister friend of hers in Virginia, where people spray-painted “Illegals go home” all over the outside of the school they partnered.  Her Jewish neighbours who told her pictures of swastikas and slogans warning of things to come that were painted in his predominately Jewish neighbourhood. One of our teachers in 4th Presbyterian who reported white students shouting “Go back to Africa” and “You’re going to get deported” to other students in the hallway of her school in Chicago suburb. Preaching recently Sharon Kershner said this: 
If we, people who follow Jesus Christ regardless of our race or class or any of those demographic markers, if we choose to remain silent in the face of such racism, heterosexism, and xenophobia because it is easier that way or because we don’t want to hurt each other’s feelings or because these stories aren’t our stories or because it feels safer to keep each other at arm’s length or because we don’t like conflict or because we are afraid of being seen as partisan—if we, as a congregation and as disciples, do not speak out against the powers and principalities of hatred that have been given permission to be expressed and to flourish, then we are in danger of losing our witness to the crucified and risen Christ.

To which I would again say Amen, but would add one other thing. Above all else our need always as a Church is to hold before us that essential ingredient that makes life meaningful in all seasons, and that is hope. It is our task as a Church to offer a vision of the good life. That is what Isaiah is offering us in chapter 65, a dream of a renewed heaven and earth. “I will rejoice in Jerusalem… no more shall the sound of weeping be heard or the cry of distress, no more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime, they will build houses and inhabit them, they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. ..They shall not labour in vain or bear children for calamity… they shall not hurt of destroy in all my holy mountain” (Isaiah 65:19-25). It is a powerful image. It brings us back to the original harmony of creation, a reminder that we are to be co-creators with the divine, repairing the world. It’s a vision of the future toward which God is drawing us, it's the kingdom of heaven where all are welcome and seated at table together. 
But the world doesn’t always look like that, as Jesus knows and tells us. Jesus’ ministry took place in a nation that was burning with resentment and anger against Rome.  Desperately he tries to turn them to the way of peace but in his mind’s eye he can already see the day when the Roman armies will encircle the city and the very temple itself will be destroyed. It will be a time of war, disaster, persecution, “They will fall by the edge of the sword, and be taken away as captives and Jerusalem will be trampled on… People will faint with fear”. But don’t be afraid.  Stand up and raise your heads because your redemption is near. “By your endurance you will gain your souls”. 
The Temple’s destruction would have felt like the end of the world, all hope lost. And yet the memory of Jesus’ words must have also felt reassuring, that though the Temple was gone they were part of a narrative of divine renewal, that the promise made in Isaiah will be fulfilled.  So never give up hope, never give up dreaming.  For as Desmond Tutu said:
Goodness is stronger than evil;

Love is stronger than hate;

Light is stronger than darkness;

Life is stronger than death;

Victory is ours through Him who loves us.
Our faith is that one day we will come to that place where all God’s people are one, and we are welcome, and there is enough for all, and children are safe and hate is over, and war is gone and there is at last liberty and justice for all. The way to get there is  uneven, and sometimes uncertain. At times we will feel lost and even lose ground because the way is difficult and wandering. The exiles of the Exodus can tell us that there is no direct route to the Promised Land. But take heart. One day in God’s good time our hope, and God’s hope for all of us, will be fulfilled.
Preaching in Riverside Church, founded by Harry Emerson Fosdick, Amy Butler chose to do the obvious and quoted from his best known hymn: 
Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore.  
Let the gift of your salvation be our glory ever more.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
for the living of these days.”
Let the whole Church say Amen. 
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